
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 

Medium of instruction at Acıbadem Mehmet Ali Aydınlar University School of Medicine 

is English. Students who are admitted to medical school must pass the English Language 

Proficiency Examination or present equivalent proof of exam scores (TOEFL, etc.). Students 

who fail the exam should attend English preparatory program. 
 

The medical education program features three phases: 

 

✓ Phase I: Basic and Clinical Sciences (Years 1-3) 

✓ Phase II: Clinical Clerkship (Years 4 and 5) 

✓ Phase III: Internship (Family Medicine) (Year 6) 

 

The education is based on an integrated curriculum. In this program, systems within the 

human body are described from the simplest unit, the cell, to more complex systems including 

pathologies, in biomedical subject committees (BSC), which means that topics of a given subject 

like “cell” or “organ systems” are described in a coordinated manner by different departments. 

BSC contain not only theoretical or laboratory lectures, but also panels many student-centered 

learning activities such as flipped classrooms, problem-based learning (PBL) and task-based 

learning (TBL) sessions. 
 

In Phase I, groups of BSC form a whole curriculum for a given year. Integrated programs 

within the BSC provide participation of basic and clinical sciences to teach a particular organ 

system. For example, all aspects of gastrointestinal system are presented with the contributions 

of both basic sciences (such as anatomy, physiology, biochemistry and microbiology) and 

clinical sciences (pathology, radiology and internal medicine) during the BSC on gastrointestinal 

system. Thus, BSC provide information about the normal structure and function of the organ 

systems, the pathological changes within these systems and clinical knowledge necessary to 

explain the physio-pathological processes that lead to development of selected index diseases. In 

Phase I, the curriculum consists of a total of 12 BSCs; distributed equally to Years 1, 2 and 3. 

This year, a unique BSC is added to the Curriculum of Year 3: “Transition to Clinical 

Clerkships” (TCC). It starts after the end of the Final Exam and success in TCC will be required 

to start Phase II clerkships.  
 



Clinical Medicine and Professional Skills (CMPS) Program is a three-year long 

interdisciplinary program in Phase I. This program is organized by various disciplines and 

comprised of four main tracks: Clinical and Communicational Skills, Health and Society, 

Research in Health, and Medical Ethics and Humanities. The CMPS program has been designed 

as an initial introduction to medical professionalism, providing a tool box of both knowledge and 

skills. The objectives of this program are to present basic professional skills and competencies of 

medical students, which are essential for good medical practice, and to enhance their personal 

and social development through fostering their intellectual skills and humanistic values. A more 

detailed description of the CMPS Program can be found on the following pages. 
 

Phase I also includes Complementary Medical Courses (CMCs), which are Biostatistics, 

Bioinformatics, Medical English and Electives in Medicine.  
 

Year 4 and Year 5 are the periods of clinical clerkships in medical school and include 

trainings inside the hospitals and primary care settings. Teaching staff of clinical departments 

supervise the students to work on a fulltime basis. This clerkship period focuses mainly on 

history taking, physical examinations and follow-up of patients as well as bedside practices, 

lectures and seminars. 
 

Year 6 is the “Internship”, or in other words “Family Medicine Period”, and lasts for 

twelve months. Here, the students take the responsibility of patient care under the supervision of 

teaching staff. Clinical rotations are conducted in Internal Medicine, Surgery and Emergency 

Care, Paediatrics, Gynaecology and Obstetrics, Psychiatry and Public Health. The primary health 

care and community medicine perspective is incorporated in the training through clinical 

rotations in family health centers, community health centers and the outpatient clinics of the 

Department of Family Medicine. 

 
 

EXAMINATIONS and GRADING SYSTEM 

 

Each BSC in Phase I features at least one multiple choice type written examination during 

and/or at the end of the course. Practical examinations, assessments in PBL and TBL sessions 

also contribute to the BSC grade. The assessment methods for a given BSC, including the 

participation ratio of each method to the BSC grade, are described in detail in the introduction 

lectures of each BSC. 
 



All students attend the Final Examination at the end of the Curriculum Year. Final 

Examination consists of questions from all BSCs presented during the year. Year grade of each 

student is calculated by adding 60% of the average of their BSC grades to 40% of their Final 

Grade. If this total is 60 or more, the student is proficient to pass to the next grade; however, if 

the sum is below 60, the student should attend the Make-Up Examination, which also contains 

questions from the lectures of the present year. Again, the sum of the 60% of the average of their 

BSC grades and 40% of the Make-Up exam should reach 60 for the student to pass. 
 

CMPS courses have separate assessment plans and grading systems, according to their 

learning outcomes. At the end of each year, a final exam is held featuring all subjects given 

throughout the year. CMPS grade of each student is calculated by adding 70% of the average of 

their CMPS grades throughout the year to 30% of their Final Grade. Year Students with the 

grades below 60 should attend Make-Up Examination of CMPS. 

Getting an average grade of 60 or more from both the BSC and CMPS courses is a must. 

Failure in one or the both requires the repetition of the same year. 

For TCC in Year 3, students are evaluated according to their performances during the 

program and will be graded either as “successful” or “unsuccessful”. Success in TCC is 

obligatory to pass to Phase II clerkships. and full attendance to sessions is required. 
 

For years 4 and 5, students are graded according to their performances in written and/oral 

examinations as well as their professional skills gained during the clerkship. Assessment plans 

vary according to departments and declared in the introduction lecture of each clerkship period.  

Students could take the clerkships of the 5th and 6th years after successfully completing the 

clerkships of 4th and 5th years, respectively. 

 

CREDITS 

 

There are two types of credit systems: Local Credits and European Credit Transfer System 

credits (ECTS). One theoretical hour or two practical hours per week account for one local credit. 

For each course, every 14 theoretical hours or 28 practical hours are assigned to one credit. ECTS 

credits are calculated according to the workload of students (featuring theoretical, practical hours 

and study time). 
 

For further information, please consult the “Undergraduate Education” on the official 

website of the School of Medicine (www.acibadem.edu.tr). 


